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1150 Lake Hearn Drive, Suite 130, Atlanta, GA 30342

Tel: 404-843-9426   Fax: 404-843-1416  e-mail: aiccse@aiccse.org
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Mitch Leff, Leff & Associates, (404) 861-4769

American-Israel Chamber of Commerce Presents Aug. 21st Professional Seminar:

“Economic Uncertainty: Opportunities for and with Israeli Companies”
Keynote: Gary Heiman, President and CEO, Standard Textile Company
ATLANTA, July 15, 2008 – New developments in water treatment, commercial real estate partnerships, and new technology commercialization are some of the business opportunities thriving between U.S. and Israeli companies.  On Thursday, August 21, the American-Israel Chamber of Commerce (AICC) will present its 11th Annual Professional Seminar, “Economic Uncertainty: Opportunities for and with Israeli Companies” designed for members of the legal, accounting, real estate, and financial professions to give them effective tools to serve their clients pursuing business interests in the Southeast and Israel.
The Professional Seminar runs from 7:30 a.m. – 1 p.m. at the Selig Center in Midtown Atlanta (1440 Spring Street).  Organized by the AICC’s Professional Committee, the half-day seminar is the organization’s premier annual educational event. 
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Companies in the Southeast are partnering with Israelis for joint ventures that offer new market opportunities and economies -- as well as continued growth of Israeli companies choosing the region for their U.S. or regional operations.
Gary Heiman, president and CEO of Standard Textile Company (STC), will be the keynote luncheon speaker for the event.  Cincinnati-based STC (www.standardtextile.com) is the world's largest, vertically integrated manufacturer and distributor of institutional textiles and apparel.  The company, with annual revenue exceeding $600 million, operates 23 production facilities in 13 countries, and has customers in more than 55 countries.  
Pictured: Gary Heiman

Heiman is one of the leading U.S. investors in Israel.  Throughout his career, he has been committed to the principle that participation in the global marketplace is vital not only to business success, but also to the economic and social progress of the developing world.  

"We're fortunate to have Gary Heiman as the keynote speaker for this year's Professional Seminar.  His vision and success are an inspiration, and his views on U.S.-Israel business relations will be valued by our participants," said AICC President Tom Glaser.  “The case studies and other presentations at the seminar will highlight the business opportunities available when U.S. and Israeli companies build partnerships.”
Israel’s Atlantium Demonstrates New Water Technology

Atlantium, an Israel-based water technology company (www.Atlantium.com), will discuss the latest technologies in water purification and their plans to bring them to the U.S. during this period of drought in the Southeast.  The company develops and provides innovative water disinfection solutions that help businesses and municipalities build, expand and operate water-intensive processes.

The Professional Seminar will also feature:

· Atlanta-based OA Development’s partnership with Israel-based Profimex on their partnership to develop and office park in North Carolina.
· The case study of the 2008 Eagle Star "Deal of the Year" winner Verint Systems, a Tel Aviv-based software company that last year acquired Atlanta-based Witness Systems for $950 million.
· An Israeli CEO Roundtable that will feature the executive strategies of leading Israeli companies with their Americas headquarters in the Atlanta area including Given Imaging, TTI Telecom, and Baran.
More About Gary Heiman and Standard Textile Company

Gary Heiman is widely recognized for his work with Israel:

· In 2001, he was awarded the "Industrialist of the Year" Prize by the President of Israel.  

· In July 2008, he received the "Pioneer of Negev" award, which recognized him as one of the twelve major contributors to the development of the Negev desert.  

STC has two production plants in Israel, in Arad and Migdal Ha'emek.  In 1997, STC became the first American company to build a manufacturing facility in Irbid, Jordan, part of a joint venture with Century Investment Group in Amman.  Created shortly after the peace treaty between Israel and Jordan, this plant supported the U.S. government's efforts to bring a "peace dividend" to the people of Jordan, at a time when unemployment stood at 40 percent in Irbid.  Today, the company has three manufacturing facilities in Jordan employing hundreds of workers.


Yet, while the company has expanded abroad, STC has also opened new production facilities and created jobs in the U.S.  STC built a large manufacturing and distribution center in Enterprise, Alabama and since 2002, the company has purchased, refurbished and re-opened textile mills in Augusta and Thomaston, Georgia and in Union, South Carolina.  It has also opened a new facility in Huntsville, Texas.

  
Event Registration


Cost for participation is $90 for members and $100 for non-members, and professional continuing education credits can be earned by attorneys, accountants, and real estate professionals.  Sponsorships are also available for $500.  Contact tom@aiccse.org for further information. 

Corporate sponsors to date include Atlanta Business Bank, Berman Fink Van Horn, Friedman Dever & Merlin, Ballard Spahr, Dale Schwartz & Associates, Williams Benator & Libby, Deloitte, Tauber & Balser, Burr & Forman, Ernst & Young, and Studley.  Organizational co-sponsors include the Jewish Federation of Greater Atlanta, Georgia and Atlanta Bar Associations, Georgia Society of CPAs, Georgia Institute of Real Estate, Atlanta Venture Forum, Consulate General of Israel to the Southeast, and the Metro Atlanta Chamber of Commerce Global Commerce Council.
About the American-Israel Chamber of Commerce

The American-Israel Chamber of Commerce is a binational business association with the mission of increasing economic development by fostering understanding, cooperation, and business relationships between Israel and the Southeast. AICC is a proud affiliate of the Jewish Federation of Greater Atlanta. Since its founding in 1992, AICC has been involved in completed transactions valued at more than $900 million, creating jobs and benefiting the economies of both Israel and the Southeast. AICC targets a range of projects involving import, export, research & development, direct investment and joint ventures. Key areas of focus include software, telecommunications, energy, medical technologies and security.
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