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JUDITH J. PICKENS, M.Ed.

Senior Vice President for Program & Youth Development Services

Boys & Girls Clubs of America
Judith J. Pickens has more than 30 years experience as an educator and human services professional.  As Senior Vice President of Program & Youth Development Services for Boys & Girls Clubs of America (BGCA), Pickens is responsible for developing and implementing national programs in five core areas: Character and Leadership Development; Education and Career Development; Health and Life Skills; The Arts; and Sports, Fitness and Recreation. 
Program & Youth Development Services is one of BGCA’s largest and most creative departments.  It is mission-driven and acutely aware of the needs of children, youth, families and communities world-wide.  BGCA’s roster of national programs includes major corporate and government partners, such as Triple Play (The Coca-Cola Company), Money Matters: Make It Count (Charles Schwab Foundation), the outreach initiative for teenage Club members (Taco Bell Foundation), CareerLaunch (The Gap Foundation), Club Tech (Microsoft Corporation and Best Buy Foundation), Family PLUS (Kimberly-Clark Foundation) and Gang Prevention through Targeted Outreach (Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention). 
Previously Pickens served as BGCA’s Director of Career Development. She managed the Robert W. Woodruff Fellowship Program for aspiring Club executives, and created the Junior Staff Career Development Program, designed to develop the quality, competent and committed work force needed to fulfill the mission of the Boys & Girls Club Movement.  She began her Boys & Girls Club career in 1980 serving as Center Director for a BGCA affiliate, Crime Prevention Association of Philadelphia.  She has also worked as an elementary school teacher and counselor, an adjunct professor of psychology at Brandywine College in Claymont, Del., and an administrator for juvenile delinquency prevention programs in Philadelphia.

Pickens has been honored with numerous awards and citations, including the Mayor’s replica of the Liberty Bell for outstanding community service in Philadelphia and the Pedagogy Award for Christian Education from the Pennsylvania District Congress of Christian Education.  She was the recipient (1988) of the Herman S. Prescott Award sponsored by the Concerned Professional Committee of the Association of Boys & Girls Club Professionals and the Phenomenal Woman Leadership Award from the National Dental Association (1999).  At the 2000 National Conference of BGCA, she was inducted into the Academy of Boys & Girls Club Professionals as a Master and Mentor. She is a 2009 graduate of the Advanced Leadership program of the School of Executive Leadership for the Boys & Girls Club Leadership University, The University of Michigan Ross School of Business.
Pickens serves as a member of the board of governors of Heartland Truly Moving Pictures, the advisory board of The Leadership Center at Morehouse College, and the board of trustees of the historic Ebenezer Baptist Church in Atlanta. She was conferred a master’s degree in education, with a specialization in counseling psychology from Temple University in Philadelphia, Penn., and has a bachelor of science degree in elementary education from the nation’s oldest historically black college and university: Cheyney State University in Cheyney, Penn.

Pickens is married to Chicago Commissioner Bob Pickens, former U.S. Olympian and former NFL offensive tackle with the Chicago Bears. 
About Boys & Girls Clubs of America

For more than 100 years, Boys & Girls Clubs of America (www.bgca.org) has been changing and saving young lives, providing hope and opportunity for kids who need them most.  Today, some 4,300 Clubs serve some 4.8 million young people through Club membership and community outreach.  

Known as The Positive Place for Kids, Boys & Girls Clubs can be found all across the country and on U.S. military bases throughout the world.  Clubs provide young people 6-18 years old with guidance-oriented character development programs conducted by trained, professional staff.  In communities large and small, Clubs positively impact lives and help young people reach their full potential as productive, caring citizens.  Key Boys & Girls Club programs emphasize leadership development; education and career exploration; community service; financial literacy; health and life skills; the arts; sports, fitness and recreation; and family outreach. In a recent Harris Survey of Club alumni, 57 percent said the Club saved their life.  National headquarters are located in Atlanta.
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