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‘Lifestyle-friendly’ school has first commencement

By HEATHER DARENBERG
STAFF WRITER
heather darenberg
@gwinnettdailypost.com

NORCROSS — Several stu-
dents of a distance leamning
school headquartered in Nor-
cross met for the first time Sat-
urday during the school’s first
commencement,

While more than 15,000 stu-
dents worldwide will graduate
this year from Ashworth Univer-
sity, about 110 students received
a high school, associate’s or
master’s degree during the
school’s first “real-time gradua-

tion- ceremony,”.said - Milton.....

MOREINFO

For more information abouit
Ashworth University, call 800-
957-5412 or view the
school’s Web site at
www.AshworthUniversity.edu.

Miller, AU’s vice president of
education.

Dacula resident Kelly Botero-
Piscoya, 25, said she was “real-
ly excited” to be receiving her
high school diploma. Although
she is unsure of her future career
or education goals, the stay-at-
home mother said she knows
her new diploma will help

-“‘open more doors.”

v
“We want students
to be engaged in
the process.”

Ashworth University vice president

Milton Miller

“I loved it,” Botero-Piscoya
said of the school. “T had a great
experience. I'm glad it existed,
otherwise I don’t think I'd have
been able to finish my- high

school diploma.”

Ashworth University, which
offers a “lifestyle-friendly learn-
ing platform,” combines pro-
grams offered by three schools
formerly known as the Profes-
sional Career Development
Institute, Ashworth College and
James Madison High School.

“We understand that many of
today’s students are looking for
an educational experience that
can be built around their lives,
rather than the other way
around,” AU President and CEO
Cor Vink said in a statement.
“So we have created lifestyle-
friendly options to meet the
diverse needs of students in any

situation and at any stage of
their lives.”

The university is nationally
accredited through the Distance
Education and Training Coun-
cil, and the programs are further
accredited or authorized by
regional or state agencies, Miller
said.

The school offers general
education and college prepara-
tory high school diplomas, 56
career diploma programs, 13
associate’s degrees, six master’s
degrees and will soon offer four
bachelor’s degrees, Miller said.

Students can pay for the
classes upfront or pay a month-
ly fee with no interest, Miller

said. Fees, on average, range
from $30 to $75 a month, he
said.

Classes can be completed at ¢
student’s own pace, and the
school does not have strict dead.
lines. But if a student has paic
for a class and doesn’t appear tc
be making progress in the pro
gram, school officials will con
tact the diploma-seeker an
offer help, Miller said.

“We want students to b
engaged in the process and I
complete the process,” he said.

For more information, cal
800-957-5412 or visit th
school’s Web site at www.Ash
worthUniversity.edu.




