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[image: image1.jpg]ON A MISSION. The Metro Atlanta
Chamber of Commerce is sending its
top tech guy on a mission to Israel with
the hopes of bringing back a few of the
country’s up-and-coming medical
device companies — or at least a com-
mitment to conduct their latest clinical
trials here.

David Hartnett, who spent the past 17
years helping build medical device and
technology companies before joining
the chamber, won't travel to Israel
alone. Also on board for the Nov. 3-8
biotech recruitment trip will be Tom
Glaser, president of the American-
Israel Chamber of Commerce,
Southeast region.

Similar trips to Israel have proven
fruitful. One landed the North
American headquarters of Given
Imaging Ltd., maker
of a pill that takes pic-
tures of the small
intestine. The
company is in
Duluth.

Atlanta has several
of the top medical Y .
researchers in the Hartnett
United States, along Metro Atlanta
with the resources of %’:m;’;’
Georgia Tech and
Emory University — both involved in
the development of new medical
treatments and technologies.

“If these companies want to do busi-
ness in the U.S,, they’ll depend on the
work of the top [principal investigators]

_here)? Hartnett said. “That is what we
do— network with the big-name
players in research and try to pair them
with the companies.”

The economic recruitment team
is scheduled to meet with at least 26
companies in various stages of develop-
ment, including startups in the Naiot
and New Generation Technology incu-
bators. Hartnett also plans to meet with
Israeli venture capital firms that have
invested in life sciences companies.





